150            MUSSOLINI'S  ROMAN EMPIRE

informed   article  appeared  in   The   Sunday   Times,  a
paper far from friendly to  the  Government, in the
autumn of 1937. In this a military expert who had beefc^
on both fronts dealt with the military situation.

The Francoists declare that if they had waited
a few weeks longer to rise against the Republic a
Bolshevik revolution would have broken out,
insisting that Russia had been arming Spain for five
years. Considering, however, that when Mola
marched up to the gates of Madrid last November
the Government troops had only fourteen hundred
rifles, eight machine guns, and one cannon with
which to defend the city, this appears to be an
exaggeration.1

After September the Government did buy munitions
abroad, and amongst these munitions were Russian
lorries, and a certain number of 'fighter* aeroplanes,
but from the beginning they have lacked arms, and
trained men.2

The Government was, at first, almost entirely depen-
dent upon an unarmed popular counter-demonstration
against the military officers and the Church, This
rising was one of the most remarkable phenomena of
this century, resembling in. some ways the popular
movement which killed the Kapp putsch in Germany,
But it was fiercer, with the southerner's rapid passion

1 Sunday Times, October 17, 1937.

*The writer's personal experience only dates from the begin-*
ning of 1937. At that time the Government army was still woefully
lacking in every kind of equipment. Their recruits were being
mostly drilled and trained with sticks, and hardly got their rifles
before being drafted into the firing line. Russian lorries were in
evidence, though replaced later by American Fordsons, Dodges,
etc. At no time were there many signs of Russian personnel.
Foreigners on the Government side seemed to be, in order of
numerical strength, French, Germans, Czechs, English, Italians.